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TOPIC: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Israeli-Palestinian Peace and Support for the Diocese of

Jerusalem

P RO P O S E R

Beisner, The Rt. Rev. Barry

E N D O R S E D  B Y

Rickel, The Rt. Rev. Gregory; Magness, The Rt. Rev.

James

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

PAG E  N U M B E R ( S )  F O R  R E F E R E N C E

Blue Book: p. N/A; Constitution & Canons: p. N/A

H O U S E  O F  I N I T I A L  AC T I O N  /  L E G I S L AT I V E  C O M M I T T E E

HD / National and International Concerns

C U R R E N T  F I L I N G  S TAT U S

Filed

R E V I E W  S TAT U S  ( P B & F,  C O N S T I T U T I O N ,  C A N O N S )

currently not in proposed budget; N/A; N/A

R E S O L U T I O N  T E X T

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 77th General Convention

express its regret at the lack of progress in negotiations between Israelis and

Palestinians toward a just and peaceful resolution of the longstanding conflict

between the two peoples, and call for the cessation of violence by all parties, and

reaffirm this Church’s commitment to a negotiated two-state solution in which a

secure and universally recognized State of Israel lives alongside a free, viable, and

secure state for the Palestinian people, with a shared Jerusalem as the capital of

both; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention commend the leadership of the Presiding

Bishop in calling all Episcopalians to advocacy for an end to the conflict and

support for the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and the other Christian

communities of the Holy Land, particularly through her 2011 Pastoral Letter on

the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (accessible on the website of The Episcopal

Church); and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention encourage all dioceses, as well as the

Executive Council and the Standing Commission on Anglican and International

Peace with Justice Concerns, to engage actively in the discipline of advocacy,

education, and prayer for peace between Israelis and Palestinians, as well as the

provision of humanitarian aid that promotes peace and reconciliation; and be it

further

Resolved, That the General Convention affirm the importance of interfaith

dialogue in the resolution of the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict, both in the

Holy Land itself and in other contexts around the world; and decry religious

extremism and fundamentalism in all their forms and the violence that arises

from their expression; and be it further

Resolved, That the 77th General Convention of The Episcopal Church affirm the

truth that some mission is best enacted at the local level, and therefore urges all

congregations to seek, over the next Triennium, to engage with local Jewish and

Muslim congregations to study peace with justice in the Middle East, and urges

that the narratives and theologies that inform the conversation on peace with
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justice in the Middle East be particular focuses of attention; and be it further

Resolved, That the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops, the Standing

Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns, the

resources of the Episcopal seminaries, and the Advocacy and Networking

Committee of the Executive Council be called upon the support, through the

triennium, the Jewish, Muslim, and Christian study on peace with justice in the

Middle East, and produce and annotated bibliography of resources to be posted

on the website of The Episcopal Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the triennial study groups on Middle East peace with justice

prepare report sharing what they learned about a constructive path to peace with

justice, and that these reports be collected and shared with the Church by the

Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice

Concerns; and be it further

Resolved, That the Presiding Bishop develop an interfaith model pilgrimage

composed equally of Episcopalians, Jews, and Muslims in order to further

encourage the travel of pilgrims and witnesses to the Holy Land in order to

experience the multiple narratives of the diverse peoples who call the land their

home; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention affirm positive investment as a necessary

means to create a sound economy and a sustainable infrastructure in the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip because without these measures there can and will be no

viable Palestinian state and no enduring peace; and be it further

Resolved, That in seeking to encourage such positive investment in the

Palestinian territories, Episcopalians give priority to investment in the

institutions of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which provide healthcare,

education, and social services without discrimination on the basis of religion,

political ideology, gender, socioeconomic standing, or national identity; and be it

further

Resolved, That the work of the American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of

Jerusalem and the Good Friday Offering be commended to all Episcopalians as

faithful vehicles for providing economic and other support to the Diocese of

Jerusalem and its institutions; and be it further

Resolved, That, as a component of this Church’s support for positive financial

investment in the Palestinian territories, the General Convention urge the

Economic Justice Loan Committee to consider a loan of at least $200,000 to

strengthen the economic infrastructure of the Palestinian territories.
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E X P L A N AT I O N

The Episcopal Church, in partnership with the Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, has forged a three-decade

witness in favor of a just peace between Israelis and Palestinians. Beginning with the General Convention of

1982, the Episcopal Church consistently has supported a negotiated two-state solution in which a secure and

universally recognized state of Israel, the homeland for the Jewish people, stands alongside a sovereign and

viable Palestinian state, with a shared Jerusalem as the capital of both states. In the course of the past

triennium, the peace process between Israelis and Palestinians has stalled, leading some in the Episcopal

Church to question the continuing viability of the two-state solution and the wisdom of the Church's balanced

witness in favor of peace for two peoples. The Diocese of Jerusalem, however, in partnership with the other

indigenous Churches of the Holy Land, is unremitting in its support for a just peace for Israelis and a just peace
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for Palestinians in which two states live side-by-side with one another in harmony. This resolution seeks to

affirm that witness while recommending practical ways in which the Episcopal Church can support the Diocese

of Jerusalem and its bishop in their work toward justice, peace, and reconciliation even as the peace process

stalls.
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