
May 7, 2019 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As you are certainly aware, a new and important part of our community arrived on our porches last 
fall.  Over the last eight months, your clergy and a dedicated group of lay leaders have worked 
tirelessly to find ways to minister alongside the members of our Cloister Community as they seek 
more permanent housing solutions. 
 
Our goal, from the outset, was encapsulated in the prayer we share every Wednesday. We have spent 
countless hours seeking and serving Christ in our neighbors and striving to respect the dignity of 
every human being.  As a result of that faithfulness, and a commitment to building relationships, we 
have seen several of our guests moving toward more hopeful futures.   
 
The main question that I have asked myself every day since mid-October is “is this sustainable?”  
The answer has never been “yes” for the long-term, but up until recently, it has been “yes” for a day 
or maybe a week.  Unfortunately, recent changes in our community have made me come to the 
decision that it is no longer sustainable, even in the short-term, and our porches will be closed for 
overnight sleeping beginning this evening and, at least for a season, our open-door policy on Sunday 
mornings in Moore Hall will end.  Anyone and everyone who wishes to join us for worship will still 
always be welcomed. 
 
Our eyes have been forever opened by this work.  I am certain that I will never be the same person I 
was eight months ago.  Christ Church is not the same congregation it was before Jesus showed up 
on our benches.  Our care for those named on our Cloister Community prayer list remains just as 
strong today as it was last week because it has never really been about the space, but rather the 
relationships that space has allowed us to create and foster.  At every step of the way, this calling has 
come to us, and I can assure you, we did not seek it out.  For a time, loving our neighbor has invited 
us into close proximity, but as that time ends, our work will continue. 
 
I’m sure this news will come as a surprise to many.  Some will offer a sigh of relief.  Some might find 
themselves in grief.  It is all of those things and more for me.  As always, I am available to answer 
any questions you might have.  The Sacred Conversations group will continue to meet at 4pm on 
Wednesdays for the foreseeable future.  Join us, if you are interested, as we continue to find ways to 
support and advocate for our neighbors experiencing homelessness. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 


